
Join the 
Ring 

of 
Hands

THE NAILYMPIA 
GO-TO GUIDE 

TO COMPETING 2023

N
ai

ls 
by

 @
an

dr
ee

a_
na

ils
 

M
ak

e-
up

 b
y 

@
m

ak
eu

pb
y_

sh
os

hi
 

M
od

el
: @

lla
m

aa
la

r





As a proud curator of the nail 
industry for the past 25 years 

I’ve been blessed with the 
best seat in the house 
to watch it spawn, grow 
and flourish. In my roles 

as editor and organiser of 
Nailympia, I’ve seen first-

hand the power of community, 
working together, education and product innovation. 
Competition is a powerful tool and this industry has born 
the fruit of this endeavour most intensely and effectively.

The nail industry is teaming with remarkable people. 
From the artisan to the teacher, the inventive to the genius, the 
passion, drive, expression and vision that I’ve witnessed has 
always been my driving force. I simply love nail professionals. 
Nailympia is so much more than an arena. It’s a theatre, a 
stage, a circus, a retreat, but most of all it’s home.

During its 19 years, it’s showcased the talents of nail techs 
all over the world, (UK, Australia, Estonia, USA, Canada, 
Germany and Mexico), and brought like-minded, artisans 
together to share, showcase and build on their careers and skills. 
It’s helped pilot relationships, connections and growth, both 
personally and professionally. 

The nail industry can be a lonely place for many, the competition 
arena’s ultimate ethos is being together, belonging; it’s about 
regeneration, it’s content and it’s emotional too. Confidence is built, 
career trajectories changed, success is realised and wisdom accrued. 
Most of all, Nailympia is a friendly place. The expert judges work 
together to support and grow its presence, to bolster and comfort 
competitors and to bring a huge positive energy cloud over all 
proceedings. 

Don’t deliberate, actuate. There is a Nailympia near you!
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“The growth of 
Nailympia Competitions is 

testament to the flourishing global 
nail sector, and the professionals within it 

that seek to better their skillset, raise industry 
standards and be part of something amazing.

“Scratch magazine is dedicated to championing 
talent and supporting industry growth, and 

through its partnership with Nailympia 
Competitions, it will continue to raise the 

profile of nail talent and techniques.” 

Scott Derbyshire, CEO & publisher 
of Scratch magazine



Nailympia was born from The Nail Olympics USA, a competition 
set up in 2001 in Las Vegas. Set up by three organisations (IBD 
run by Lee Tomlinson, Dianne D’Agnolo & James Johnson of 
Too Much Fun and David Daniel & Danny Haile of EZ Flow), 
the concept behind this new competition was simple – to be 
non-biased and non-product led. In order to create a 
fair playing field for all, these three nail brands 
made it clear that competitors could use any 
system or brand and would be categorised by 
relevant divisions pertaining to their skill 
and expertise. These divisions were to be 
kept anonymous during each competition 
and judging, so that each competitor, 
regardless of skill level, was judged 
exactly the same.
 
Only after judging, were the competitors 
grouped and ranked in 
their own and correct division. This original 
ethos remains the same today. 

What is at the core of 
Nailympia?
Nailympia’s reputation is based on it being run by an organisation 
and individuals that are non- product biased. Alex Fox, global 
competition director, since its inauguration into London in 
2005, was the editor-in-chief of Scratch magazine and has been a 
journalist in the nail industry since 1998.

Its growth and popularity across the world is a direct result of its 
mission to bring in key industry figures and experts to judge. The 
judging panel is an international mix of industry experts who 
have amassed experience, knowledge and a 
reputation in their respective countries. 
Each judging panel has its regular judges 
for stability and flow, while also 
bringing in new and fresh experts 

each year to make sure it remains unbiased 
while evolving. This annual competition 
has become a Mecca for nailists seeking 
international recognition and industry 

accolades. 

The competition began with six categories 
and now boasts anything from 10 to 17 

depending on the location. Over the years some 
categories have been eliminated and new ones have 

taken their place. 
These changes have been dictated by industry nail trends. Each 
Nailympia across the world offers the categories most relevant to 
its industry. 

Where has Nailympia been hosted?
Nailympia has previously taken place in Australia 
(2014-2018), hosted by Reed Exhibitions in Sydney and 
the USA competition in Texas (2017-2018), was hosted 
by Athena Elliott at The Best Lil’ Nail Show.

In 2019, The Premiere Show Group, USA took over the US 
event and launched Nailympia Orlando. In 2018, Tallinn, 

Estonia (Nailympia Estonia) was started by champion tech, 
Viktoria Prihodko and the brand launched Nailympia 
Canada 2019 in Saskatoon, Canada.

It has also been hosted twice in Mexico City under the 
expert eye of Dafne Fernández and 2023 sees its second 
edition at Beauty Düsseldorf, run by nail champion, 

judge and educator, Stefanie Lo Re.

The success of the Nailympia Orlando 2019 and 2022 
editions will see Nailympia Competitions at beauty exhibitions 

in the following locations, in line with the Premiere Group’s 
growth across the USA:

This expansion comes at an exciting time, since Informa Markets 
announced earlier this year that it has partnered with the 
BolognaFiere Group and the Professional Beauty Association to 
deliver a landmark joint venture, promising an impressive series of 
beauty events in the US beauty market.

THE BIRTH 
OF NAILYMPIA



Nailympia Competitions will be hosted 
in seven locations for 2023; London, 
UK; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Düsseldorf, 
Germany, and Anaheim CA, Orlando FL, 
San Antonio TX and Columbus OH in 
the USA, in partnership with the world’s 
leading nail magazine, Scratch.

Each USA location will offer six 
live competitions on the show floor:

L&P Acrylic Tip Overlay, L&P 
Acrylic Sculpture (with Perfect Match), 
The Joy of Nails, Stiletto Nails, 
Salon Nails and Reality Nails.

There will be four turn-in categories, 
comprising Flat Art, Runway Nails, 
Invent A Nail Shape and Extreme Nails 
Styling poster. All turn-in categories will 
have a theme that will be announced 
before each event and Reality Nails 
will be themed on the floor during the 
competition brief. 



WHY SHOULD I 
COMPETE?

Competing will stretch and fine tune nail skills. It’s a place to extend 
and explore creativity. It’s where a nail tech can shed salon life and 
literally create without boundaries. It’s a place to show the world 
their artistic potential and ability.

Competitions challenge techs to step into a new 
place, to think and deliver their artistry in new 
ways – they get industry acknowledgement 
and become known, many become industry 
experts and mentors. Their salon business 
benefits as their marketing reflects this 
element and if an award is won, it helps 
them extend their menu and raise their 
prices. It can also open many other 
doors in the nail industry that they may 
not have considered such as being a brand 
ambassador, educator, designing posters, 
editorial shoots, advertising campaigns and 
fashion week teams too. 
 
Nail professionals love to compete to stretch 
and showcase their skills. It’s a place where they 
can extend their creativity and go wild, since this is their 
artistic platform to explore their own ideas. In the salon they can be 
limited and restricted by time and the client’s request. 

For nail professionals that want to explore their own creative avenue it’s 
a great way to challenge themselves, plus they get to see what other ideas 
and innovations are being used around the world by other techs and they 
get to network and can grow their salon business by marketing the fact 
they are competing. A medal also helps them extend their menu and raise 
their prices. 

First time competitors should seek out a like-minded mentor to guide 
and motivate them through the process. These are easy to find on IG and 

FB. Past competitors are brilliant mentors. 
They could also take competition classes. 

These will show them special hints 
and tips that get them to their goal 

faster than finding it all out for 
themselves. The competition 

nail is very different to the 
salon nail. Finding a good, 
patient model with great nail 
beds, hands and personality 
is so beneficial. If entering a 
competition like Nailympia, 

bear in mind that you can 
only ever be in Division 1 once, 

so it’s best to enter as many 
competitions as you can, so you 

make the most of this division. 

Keep your confidence high, don’t let anyone take 
you off your path, focus and believe in yourself. 

Compete to see what you can achieve and don’t 
worry about what anybody else is doing. This is your 

experience, so most of all, enjoy it – it’s an exciting element to 
your work life. 

To those who need motivation. Remind yourself why you love nails. Feel 
the power and buzz that nails gives to you and go and share that in the 
arena. You’ll be around like-minded people, your peers, surrounded by 
people that want you to be the best you can be. 
It’s only you that’s holding you back. Another person’s nails is 
their experience. This is yours – so get out there and show us what you 
can do and ‘wow’ us with your skills, talent and creativity. 
This industry needs you – we need to elevate and create together. So get 
your competition head on and show us your style. You just never know – 
a medal could be in your hands very soon. And that feeling is sensational. 

To prepare, find a nail professional that can mentor or guide you, Practice 
as much as possible. Practice on every client in the salon. Practice timings, 
smile lines, etc. Sculpting pink & white, nail art ideas etc. Find a model, try 
a competition class with a champion, refresh your skills and get hints and 
tips from those that have done it. 

Competing brings highs and lows that generate feelings. It’s emotive and 
exciting, it’s full of flavour and intensity and it’s downright exhilarating. 
It’s a powerful experience that all techs that truly love their nail craft 
should try out at some point in their career. After all, you have nothing to 
lose!

Why is it important for nail techs 
to enter competitions? 
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@nailympiacompetitions @nailympia @nailympia

w w w . n a i l y m p i a . c o m

Go to

Compete live in London or 
from your own nail space!

8 ARENA + 9 ONLINE 
CATEGORIES

15 - 16 October 2023 @ ExCel London

Presenting...

Scan here to 
find out more for more information

Fri 11 Aug:  
Online registration deadline 

Fri 18 Aug:  
Online submission deadline 

Fri 29 Sept:  
Arena registration deadline 

Sun 15 & Mon 16 Oct:  
All live arena categories 
take place at ExCel London 

Mon 16 Oct:  
Awards for all 17  
categories at ExCel London

With thanks to our Nailympia London partners Nailympia London 2023 is sponsored by

SCHEDULE
Arena & online 

Nails by @andreea_nails | Make-up @makeupby_shoshi

The deadline to register for 
ONLINE categories ends  
Fri 11 August at 11.59pm BSTLAST CHANCE!
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How should nail technicians 
prepare for a competition?
It’s wise to get guidance from a past competitor/winner in the form of a 
mentor. Many nail artists become consultants and mentors after leaving 
the arena and coach teams or individuals. Their guidance is priceless and 
worth it. Practice is essential, to get skills honed and your timings on 
track, you can practice on every client in the salon. It’s a nice touch to get 
your clients on board to support you and give you a boost. Their backing 
can really make a difference to your confidence. Find a good model, try a 
competition class with a champion, refresh your skills and get hints and 
tips from those that have done it. Always read the rules and the score 
sheets so you can see where the points are given. 

What should nail techs bring to 
a competition to compete?
Confidence, a full kit (read the rules and make sure you’ve got all the 
necessary items). Check if you need to bring a desk lamp, a bin and 
make sure you know whether certain products must be unopened. Make 
sure all products are labelled, don’t forget the wrist rest, towel and a 
cardigan and a large scarf for your model. If she’s too hot, she needs to 
be able to shed her clothing easily and likewise, she needs to wrap up 
easily if she’s cold. A clock/mobile phone for your model to watch and 
keep you aware of the time. A bottle of water for you and your model, 
you do not want to find yourself thirsty in that environment. 
 

What can be done to calm nerves 
before/during a competition?
Everyone suffers with nerves, however many times they’ve competed, 
it’s par for the course in this environment. 
So, breathe deeply, get the correct mindset on and focus on 
the competition itself. I highly recommend Rescue Remedy, it really 
does help. Don’t overthink it – don’t be put off by the size of the arena 
or the people you see there. Everyone has been in your shoes, everyone 
has walked into an arena for the first time at some point. Just breathe 
deeply and get into the flow. 
You will love the experience. 

What should a competitor be 
mindful of before the competition? 
The temperature of the room, for the tech’s sake and the model. The 
noise levels, where they choose to sit – as too close to spectators can 
be off putting. The lighting in the room and that they have got every 
product they need with them. Always pack your nail kit at least two 
weeks before the comp and have a checklist to work through to make sure 
everything is packed in there. 

What should a competitor  
do/ask for post competition?
Most competitions give the score sheets out after the competition is 
completed and the judges are often available 
to give positive critiques on them. 

What is there to love about  
nail competitions?
I love how nail competitions respond and reflect the shape of an 
industry. We are forever changing the competitions in response to 
industry innovations and trends. It’s exciting to see the style and 
array of nail competitions on offer and more importantly, to see how 
the competitors interpret them. I love nails; sculpted, embellished, 
long, short, extreme and natural. I love nails so much, that every 
competition feeds my need to see the boundaries stretched as the art 
triumphs.

 What can competitors expect 
from Nailympia?
A feeling of family – we are one big nail community 
and we thrive when we are together and 
networking. The Nailympia arena is a 
beautiful space where creativity oozes 
across the floor and the energy is high 
and happy. 
It’s adrenaline pumping and 
powerful. It’s a great nail space. 

HELPFUL GUIDE 
TO COMPETING



The e-file specialists

willowacademy.com



MEET THE NAILYMPIA 
HOSTS & THEIR LOCATIONS 
ACROSS THE GLOBE

Alex Fox 
Nailympia London, Nailympia Orlando & Nailympia Columbus

After a small stint working in Brooklyn, New York, Alex Fox began her career in journalism in 1993 working on 
photographic titles. In 1998, she embraced a role on the first UK trade nail magazine, Nails Plus, where she headed a 
team of 10 as editorial director & hosted The Nail Championships in Earls Court, London.
In 2003, Alex co-founded the UK’s Scratch magazine, a trade title for hand, nail and footcare professionals. Seeing 
a niche in the ceremonial sector, in 2012, Alex helped conceive and develop the Scratch Stars Awards, devised to 

recognise outstanding talent in the UK nail industry. She then spearheaded the first consumer nail title, Gloss, and originated Scratch Middle 
East magazine in 2014, while living abroad for 10 years in Qatar.

Alex returned to the UK as Scratch’s editor-in-chief and global director for Nailympia Competitions. Giving nail education a new twist, Alex 
joined forces with industry professionals & co-founders of the FNP, Marian Newman and Jennie Nippard, to offer a unique annual 5-day 
education event, called Nail Safari, located on her family zoo.

Now firmly planted in the nail industry and sitting on the volunteer board of the UK’s Federation of Nail Professionals (FNP), Alex is passionate 
about raising standards while celebrating global nail artists through her interviews on GlossaryLive.com.

“I’ve been running nail competitions since January 2003 and have found them to be an incredible source of good, buzzing energy. It’s a very 
emotive place. I’ve loved watching people come into this industry, begin competing and then watched them grow and become champions. 
I’ve also then worked alongside them in their next role as a judge. Many have become my friends over the years. I’ve met incredible people 
and loved every moment of building the Nailympia competition brand into the beast that it is today. I’m thrilled that it holds its head up 
high on the global stage and is loved and respected all over the world. It’s my passion and delight to provide this platform to the nail world 
and to watch those who participate get such rewards from it.”

Stefanie LoRe 
Nailympia Germany 

Nailympia’s concept always served me well back 
when I was a competitor. After many national 
championships, I dared to register for London 
and I’m so pleased I did, nobody can take this 

experience away from me. Not only did I get to know many new colleagues, 
but I was able to learn a lot as a nail designer through discussions and 
observing. The more I participated, the better my performance became. 
Being judged by so many experts at an international level gave me new 
motivation to keep training to attain more points next time. Nailympia 
is one of the most prestigious championships in the world. The work 
of Alex Fox and its continued expansion, means its reach today is 
considerable. The different categories and its adaptation to each 
respective market also make Nailympia unique. 

Participants from all over the world are offered offline as well as 
live championships. Even countries that are not in a good financial 
position can still participate. There really is something for everyone. 
When SNI, together with Alex Fox and Messe Düsseldorf, got the 
chance to bring Nailympia Germany to life, this was a new challenge 

for me as a former competitor, judge and international trainer. For 
me personally, it’s always been important to create new opportunities 
and perspectives for nail designers and to make their dreams come 
true. Nailympia offers the quickest way to get the best results in every 
direction as a nail designer. Championships are also excellent training 
for everyday studio work. As a designer you automatically become 
faster, more precise and more efficient. You leave your comfort zone and 
experience things that make you escape from everyday life. Your circle of 
colleagues also expands; it’s great to have contacts and to exchange ideas 
instead of walking the path alone.

I was very lucky to get to know and start with colleagues such as Tom 
Holcomb, David Fowler, Tom Bachik, Karin Ström, Trang Nuygen and 
many other top-ranking nail designers. Seeing their work and competing 
alongside them was a great honour and helped me on many levels in the 
industry. Friendships were developed and ideas exchanged, products 
were tested during the championships and a lot of fun ensued. At the 
same time we learned through diligence, much sacrifice, hard work and 
a lot of discipline to reach our limits and to overcome them to break new 
ground. Giving up was never an option for any of us, even if you weren’t 
always the best, you kept going and didn’t stop, because one thing 
was clear to all of us, you’re always learning, and the experience can’t 
be taken away from you. The best things were always the score sheets 

@nailympiacompetitions 
@alexfoxlife_

@nailympia.germany 
@sni_signtaure-nail-int



Dafne Fernández 
Nailympia Mexico &  
Nailympia Brazil

Working as a nail professional since 2009, Dafne Fernández, 
known for both her nail sculpture, structure and art skills, 
is the founder and owner of Stanzy Nails & Beauty, Botica 
Puré, Mano Santa Nail Art and the director of the Stanzy 
Academy in Mexico City. Dafne became globally renowned 
after taking the role of global educator for Artistic Nail Design 
from 2012-2018. A champion tech, Dafne has won accolades in 
Orlando, Vegas, Pasadena and at the first Nailympia Canada in 
2019. Dafne is an international judge, who has educated in 
Japan, the USA, China, Turkey, The Netherlands, the UK, 
Russia, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, New Zealand, Australia and 
Greece. She’s also the host of Nailympia Mexico and the 
forthcoming Nailympia Brazil.

“I wanted to host Nailympia in my region because I believe 
that competitions are necessary in order to build and grow 
as a nail professional. This activity sets high standards and 
challenges that a competitor must work through in order to 
participate. As each element of competition tests the tech, 
abilities are realised and then stretched, skills and creativity 
are raised and the nail professional finds their purpose as 
success is enjoyed.”

Hemi Park 
Nailympia Anaheim & Nailympia 

San Antonio

Hemi Park is a California-based Korean-
American nail artist and educator. A keen competitor, Hemi has been 
building her career around nail competitions, including Nailpro Competitions, 
Nailympia and Nails Next Top Nail Artist in the USA, and has since 
expanded her pathway in this direction by coordinating and moderating 
the Nailpro Global competitions in the Asia region alongside other 
competitions in the USA, all since 2019. 

Hemi also enjoys working in the creative field of nail artistry, her work 
has been featured in multiple nail media and has made it onto the covers 
of magazines around the world. 
 
“I love being a nail professional because it’s about much more than 
services and making pretty nails. The industry as a whole is so complex 
and requires well-rounded skills of communication, artistry and scientific 
knowledge, as well as patience and an open mind. My career has constantly 
challenged me in every way possible, and I’ve grown artistically, personally 
and professionally from learning and overcoming those challenges. There’s 
no accurate way to describe why I love nails so much, all I know is that 
nails has become part of my identity over the last 10 years.
  
“As an artist and a brand educator/ambassador, I’m always required to be 
creative and trendy, while keeping in mind sales, marketing and presenting 
professionalism. I consider myself very lucky to have moved from the nail 
desk to the creation of digital content to assist in raising brand awareness for 
the brand I stand behind. My relationship with the brand is a direct result of 
my years competing. 

“My first competition experience is memorable, and from that moment 
my entire career path changed. When I got my license, I literally had no 
one around me, no friends, no mentors and no education opportunity. 
I flew myself to a small education event where I submitted my very first 
nail art entry, and long story short, I came home with a medal and lists 
of friends and mentors. That hype continued through Nailympia, NTNA 
and Nailpro competitions. Nail competitions are a form of continuing 
education in my opinion. They have pushed my personal limits, gave 
so much motivation and courage, and widened my perspective and 
network. 

Why compete? What’s the benefit? What would be the return of this 
investment? These are the questions I often get asked. I can answer the 
questions in so many different ways, but I’ll make it short. I am living 
proof of how much you can expand yourself beyond the nail desk. I want 
everyone to feel and breathe the high energy of the competition arena. I 
want everyone to experience the personal and professional growth. I want 
everyone to see how much this multi-billion dollar industry can offer in 
different opportunities. 

“I decided to jump in the competition coordination and organization sector, 
because I wanted to be the go-to guide to nail competitions for everyone. 
The walls of nail competitions felt so high when I first started competing, 
so I want to be a welcoming hand to those willing to try it. I want nail 
brands to recognise the high standard of competitors we see, so we can 
reform into a truly professional-driven industry. So let me ask you now, 
are you ready to expand your nail career? If so, then start by applying 
for Nailympia today. 

and the subsequent discussions with the judges and other 
colleagues/participants. The work was broken down and 
you flew home and continued training. And yes, it can be 
an addiction. In the studio you train in speed and rhythm, 
in a championship you train in precision and consistency. 
You can’t lose, you can only win; I learned that through 
Nailympia. Every organization is wholeheartedly involved, 
and you still see a strong bond between many colleagues 
today. Every profession offers growth, it just depends on 
what you make of it. Do you stop or do you keep going? 

No one should be afraid to compete. Championships are part 
of it and I’m thankful for Nailympia because there weren’t 
really many championships at that level back then. But not 
only then, but of course also today, I’m very happy to be on 
the other side and to organize Nailympia Germany. This is 
the only way for new generations to emerge and for the nail 
industry to grow.

@ premierebeautyshows 
@sugarplumfairyfingers

@nailympia_mexico 
@dafne.nail.art  



NAILYMPIA TROPHY CRITERIA

Nailympia Global Cup
The global winner is calculated by the scores from Stiletto, 
L&P Acrylic Sculpture & Gel Tip & Overlay. 
3 highly technical & challenging competitions undertaken 
in all active locations – currently this is – Germany, 
Mexico, Brazil, four locations in the USA and the UK. It is 
awarded in London.
The Global Cup requires scores from 3 locations. 
With scores from more than 3 locations, the 3 
highest scores will be applied. 
* Some locations will host L&P Acrylic Tip Overlay in place 
of UV Gel Tip & Overlay

Nailympia European Cup
The European winner is calculated by scores taken from 
Stiletto, Joy of Nails, Salon Nails & Reality Nails. The 
active locations for this cup are Germany and the UK. It 
is awarded in London.

Individual Top Scorer
You must enter 3 or more competitions to qualify. 
NOT INCLUDED – Gel Polish Manicure, Runway,  
Nails & Photographic.

Winner of Winners
There is one Winner of Winners per division. 
The 3 highest scores from qualifying competitions 
are entered and tallied. 
NOT INCLUDED – Runway Nails, Dip System, Gel Polish 
Manicure, Fantasy Complete Look, Mixed Media Boxed 
Art, Reality Nails & Photographic.

Art Winner of Winners
You must have won one of the qualifying competitions to 
enter. You must enter at least two competitions. 
Qualifying competitions; Runway Nails, Joy of Nails, 
Reality Nails, Mixed Media Boxed Art & Fantasy Complete 
Look.
* In the USA Flat Art & Invent a Nail Shape qualify in place 
of Fantasy & Mixed Media.

Top Country Tech (optional)
You must be a citizen, resident or working in the location to 
qualify for this trophy. 
Qualifying competitions; L&P Acrylic T/O , UV/LED Gel T/O, L&P 
Sculpture, UV/LED Gel Sculpture, Salon Nails, Fantasy Complete 
Look, Mixed Media, Stiletto Nails & The Joy of Nails.

Team Trophy (optional)
A team is made up of 3-6 people only. At every relevant 
competition – the team’s three highest scores are taken 
(not per competitor across the competitions). 
NOT INCLUDED – Gel Polish Manicure, Runway Nails,  
Reality Nails & Photographic.



Nailympia Premiere Cup
Competitors must compete at two of the four USA locations.
The Premiere winner is calculated by scores taken from 
L&P Acrylic Sculpture, Joy of Nails, Salon Nails, Flat Art & Reality 
Nails.

The Americas Cup 
Competitor must enter Nailympia Mexico or Nailympia Brazil and one 
Premiere location during 2023. The Americas winner is calculated by 
scores taken from Stiletto, Joy Of Nails, Salon Nails & Reality Nails. It 
will be awarded at Nailympia TBA.

“Competing is an experience that offers so much more than meets the 
eye; it’s not as simple as people see on the outside. Competing changes 
people’s careers, enhances their nail skills and offers networking 

opportunities on an unimaginable level. I’ve seen it truly elevate 
people’s confidence and industry journey, so I’m hoping that the nail 
professionals of all skill levels, seize the opportunity to compete in one 
or more of the exciting locations in 2023,” enthuses Alex Fox.

“Nailympia offers great and exciting categories, with fun and 
imaginative themes. It fashions a fantastic panel of industry experts 
for each of its judging panels, who all believe in the brand and in 
competing. It also awards a multitude of medals, since its three-
division system means there are three golds, three silver and three 
bronze medals awarded per category. It affords the chance to accrue 
medals towards a series of trophies; Winner of Winners, Art Winner of 
Winners, Top Country Tech, Global Cup, European Cup, Individual Top 
Scorer, Team Trophy, Americas Cup and the Premiere Cup (trophies 
awarded subject to each location).

NEW TROPHIES 
FOR 2023

Two new trophies are expected in 2023



MEET THE 4 
GLOBAL CHAMPIONS

2017-2022

Madelene Wolf – Sweden – 
2017

@maddewolf / @madelenewolf_naildesign

Madelene Wolf Naildesign
www.madelenewolf.com

Madelene Wolf was the first Global Cup champion back in 2017. From an 
almost chance beginning on the arena, after being asked to travel to Las Vegas 
to support her colleague who was competing, Madelene found herself on the 
winner’s podium. After that, she was hooked.

Now an international educator and judge, her six-year competition career 
saw Madelene take on a strong mentor in Najet Hamila Strand at the start. 
“I took private classes with Najet and with Tom Holcomb too. Then in 
2014 I took classes with David Fowler and Stefanie Lo Re, which completely 
changed my understanding of competition nails. I’ve watched many of the 
masters in this industry to learn the specifics to help me create the best 
competition nails. My eye for perfection has also been hugely beneficial. 

“I’m naturally a competitive person and like to prove to myself that I can get 
better and better; this is why I love competing. I also love how it’s brought 
new like-minded friends into my life.”

How has competing changed your career? 
“My customers were so proud to have their nails done by someone who was 
competing that they talked about it. Spreading the word that I was a good nail 
therapist got me lots of new clients, even though I was new to the industry. 
This really helped my success in the salon.”

How has winning the 1st Nailympia Global 
Cup changed your life & career? 
“Oh…first of all my confidence has grown, especially as I reached the goal I 
set at the beginning to be better while hunting those amazing trophies. The 
Global Cup cemented that I was the best in the world at that time and now 
I´m a person that people look to as they want my help to get them on the 
road to success too.

Do you have advice & recommendations for 
competitors of all levels?
“Set small goals for yourself and try to reach them step-by-step. 
Take classes from a variety of different people whose skills you admire. It’s 
important to do everything in your own way, do not copy anyone, just take 
the knowledge with you and do it in your style. 
I always say to my students, ‘try to be you, no one else’.”

Do you offer competition training & mentor programs?
“Yes, I love to share my knowledge and skills. I travel the world presenting 
classes in competition nails for both UV/LED gel and L&P acrylic. If you 
want me to come to your school/salon/studio just ask. I’ve started my own 
nail brand, so I’m looking for nail professionals to train and mentor for 
TEAM WOLF.”

Lena Kurach – 
Poland – 2018

@qbetternails.pl
 www.qbetternails.pl

Lena Kurach joined the nail industry in 2005 and after her 
initial training in nails, opened her first beauty salon. Based 
in Warsaw, Poland, Lena spent the first 10 years focusing on 
hard work and observing the work of others, of which Tom 
Holcomb was her main inspiration. Those years of practice 
helped Lena create her own style and motivated her to start 
competing.

This guided Lena to develop her own one-of-a-kind 
technique, the NSM Manicure, which gains the best results 
without the use of scissors or cutting tools.  
At the time Lena didn’t have a favoured brand, but instead 
preferred using different products and brands in order to 
understand their differences and create her own, optimal, 
high quality line of products.

Lena began competing in 2015 in Poznan, Poland and that 
year also entered London. “I appreciate all competitions 
as they give me a shot of adrenaline and help me improve 
my skills and ability to work under pressure, but I think, 
and am certain that most will agree, that Nailympia is the 
most prestigious one and is the biggest event in this field. 
My first Nailympia competition was in London in 2015. 
I’ve always felt my skills could get me through the toughest 
competitions and winning the Nailympia Global Cup was my 
goal, which I’m proud to say, I’ve reached.

“Competing, and most importantly, winning has helped 
me prove to my students that they learn from the best and I 
feel that, thanks to their trust, they’ve managed to become 
leaders and award-winning competitors themselves,” states 
Lena. “Since my victories, my students are mainly nail 
educators who desire to improve their skills. Moreover, 
being a widely renowned nail stylist, has allowed me to 
start thinking about creating my own team and line of 
products.

“My victory, as well as success in preparing other stylists 
for their own career and competitions, has allowed me to 
believe in myself. I’ve recently created my own brand called 
Better Nails and my own product line, Q by Better Nails. ‘Q’ 
stands for quality, which is the most important ingredient in 
everything we do. I’ve also put together a team of instructors 
who educate in Poland and a few other European countries. 
My brand incorporates quality salons willing to benefit from 
my know-how that use my products. Currently my team 
has 25 extremely talented instructors, but will be expanding 
further. I’m always looking for ambitious and talented nail 
stylists that are ready to spread my idea of fair trading, fair 
play and are willing to join a team.”
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Joanna Bandurska – 
Poland – 2019

@joanna_bandurska
www.bandurska.com

Joanna Bandurska, the third global champion 
of Nailympia, is an Indigo nail expert and educator. She 
currently holds the national record for the number of awards 
won individually in the shortest possible time in Poland for the 
cosmetics industry. She’s a judge of the Polish and European 
Championships with an impressive 159 medals won during her 
career to date. 

Known as a versatile champion, this is displayed by winning titles 
such as Top Master, Overall Champion, Grand Master, Winner of 
Winners and Art Winner of Winners as well as taking the 2nd Vice 
World Championship of Nailympion. Joanna has been styling nails 
since 2008 when she first came across L&P acrylic. Confessing it’s 
hard to choose one favourite technique, Joanna admits to loving 
both acrylic and UV gel media, as each offers something special and 
unique, when crafting the perfect French. Joanna’s versatility means 
she’s also just as excited by nail art and design. 

“I love to paint and sculpt, create 3D acrylic, flat design, hand 
painting, encapsulation and all the possibilities associated with 
nail art. Nail styling has become my greatest passion,” Joanna 
enthuses. “I take part in international nail styling championships 
as often as possible. I enter to prove to myself that I’m in the 
right place and to show that anything and everything is possible 
if you want it badly enough. Thanks to my achievements I feel 
sensational in my role as an educator. Thanks to my extensive 
experience, I’m able to teach students how to style nails correctly 
from the basics right up to advanced skills and prepare them for 
international championships. I’ve trained many students who 
are now taking their work further. This drives and motivates me. 
Students and colleagues alike say that patience is my strength – 
indeed, nails can silence me even after the biggest storm. My goal 
is continuous development and mentoring the next pearls and 
masters in the fabulous world of nail styling.”

Joanna has her own training center in Katowice, Poland and runs an 
online school too. You will find it at www.Bandurska.com

Olena Öezman – 
Germany – 2022

@olena_oezman
www.nailacademy-online.com/en/home/

The fourth and current Nailympia Global & European Champion, 
Olena Öezman is now a highly sought-after educator and 
mentor. Based in Berlin, Olena has spent a number of years 
competing all over the globe and through her ambition, drive, 
focus and determination, has taken the world’s top titles. Taking 
the expertise she’s learned from taking classes, by following a mentor 
and from crafting nails herself, Olena has brought all her knowledge 
together and created a unique online academy, which offers over 500 
live courses. 

“If you come to work with a smile on your face and don’t consider 
it to be boring and exhausting, it means the choice you made – is 
the right one,” enthuses Olena. “In my case I’ve been feeling this for 
about 14 years. Passion, dedication, perfection and creativity, are 
the things that fulfil me and power me up so I can give 100% and 
more to my work.

“I invest a lot of time and effort in continuously upgrading my 
skills and I feel my mission is now to help others to get better 
and benefit from my knowledge. It makes me happy to see my 
student’s faces, when they master difficult things that help them to 
get better and achieve new goals.

“My experience from everyday life, with an average of about 10 clients 
a day, my experience as a competitor and as a teacher have all helped 
me to make an innovative learning program that is one-of-a-kind. I 
understand that to teach takes more than just an ability to make nice 
nails. It is a responsibility and dedication, it is the intention of giving 
all you know to make someone’s way to success easier and better!”

“Believe in yourself, it’s ok if you don’t place. Find out where 
your skills were lacking and work on that aspect until the next 

competition. From that stance you can only get better and better. 
Do not see the other people in the competition arena as enemies, 

they are your new friends!” 
Madelene Wolf
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NAILYMPIA DIVISIONS 
& CATEGORIES

Division 1 – Novice (no educators)
Students and professional nail technicians that have never participated in any recognised nail competition 

anywhere in the world. (NO educators/ trainers to enter this category.)

NB: Nailympia will accept entrants in division 1 providing they have not entered more than two national nail 
competitions in the preceding 12 months before entering any Nailympia.

Division 2 – Apprentice (educator entry level)
Students and professional nail technicians that have competed, but never won a recognised competition 

anywhere in the world, but have placed up to 2nd position. All educators MUST use this as entry level unless they 
enter the masters – division 3.

Division 3 – Master
Any competitor that has won a world title, placed first in a recognised nail competition of any type or is ranked 

as a Top Competitor.

Nailympia prides itself on 
being a non-biased forum where 

products and brands have no bearing on 
the placing of a competitor. This competition 
is all about skill and creativity. All skill levels 
are catered for, the judging system, which has 

evolved over time, holds true to its original concept 
of all competitions are judged blind, the judges 

have no idea who’s work they are assessing and all 
divisions are judged together in the same manner. 
This keeps the system fair and even. It also means 

a Division 1 competitor can win with a higher 
score than seen in the above divisions – again 

showcasing that the skills and creativity 
are assessed on their own merit. 

WHAT IS 
YOUR DIVISION? 
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CATEGORIES 
ON OFFER

• L&P Acrylic Tip & Overlay 
(P&W one hand) arena 75-minutes

 
• L&P Acrylic Sculpture 

(P&W one hand) arena 75-minutes

• UV/LED Gel Tip & Overlay 
(P&W one hand) arena 75-minutes 

• UV/LED Gel Sculpture 
(P&W one hand) arena 75-minutes 

• Perfect Match for L&P & Gel categories (match 
2-hands)

• Salon Nails – arena 60-minutes 
(one hand & subject to change)

• Sculpted Acrygel – arena 60-minutes

• Stiletto Nails – arena 2-hours (one hand) 

• French Twist 5 Shape Challenge 
arena – 2-hours (One hand) 

• The Joy of Nails with Bling – 
75-minutes (can do on own hand – 3 fingers)

• Fantasy Complete Look – 1-hour 
(apply hair, make-up, costume before the comp, 

adhere nails on model in arena)

• Reality Nails - 45-minutes arena/online/hand-in

• Runway Nails – hand-in/online

• Invent a Nail Shape – hand-in/online

• Mixed Media Art – hand-in/online

• Flat Art – hand-in/online

• Extreme Nail Styling Poster – online/email

Each location chooses the most relevant categories for its nail culture. These will include qualifying competitions for trophies and will take 
into account whether it’s a two or three-day Nailympia event. Some of the competitions are hosted live at the arena, some are hand-in at the 
event and others are offline email photo entries. Please check the website www.nailympia.com to view each location’s individual schedule, 

requirements and length of each competition.

• Runway Nails 
Theme: WIZARD OF OZ  – 3 nail tips all 

depicting this 

• Invent a Nail Shape 
Theme: ARABIAN NIGHTS – 1 extreme nail 

• Flat Art 
Theme: SPEAKEASY – 10 nails, 5 sizes, 

gap between nails

• Reality Nails 
3 nails – 3 themes – quick salon art 

(points for simplicity) 
1st nail tip – POETRY IN MOTION 
2nd nail tip – HOUSE OF CARDS 
3rd nail tip – LEATHER & LACE 

 
NOTE: Mixed Media remains – an open theme on 10 nail 

tips of 5 sizes with gaps between each nail tip

ART THEMES for Nailympia London 2023 – closing date 18-08-23





MEET A SELECTION 
OF THE VAST ARRAY OF 

NAILYMPIA JUDGES

Alisha Rimando – 
USA 
@glossary_live

I think competing confirmed my love 
and my commitment to this industry. I 

was introduced to competitions in my first 
year as a nail tech when being a model for world champion, 
Tom Holcomb. I didn’t understand it at first, but it only took 
one competition to get me hooked. By modelling, I was able to 
see the skill in front of me. I could study the practice before, 
the timing during and the completed work for weeks after. As 
a model I could help, and be part of a winning team. As a 
competitor I was driven to perfect my skills, to understand 
every detail of my craft, from products and tools to application 
and technique. Every piece and part, no matter how small, 
was important to the outcome. This created a passion, almost 
obsession, in me to understand everything, and getting better 
and better at nails was just a result. I actually got worse before 
I got better, but that’s also part of the process.  

During my 10 years as a competitor I became part of a 
community I didn’t know existed. I made friends with the 
most passionate people I’d ever known. I found my place, 
my family, my career. You wouldn’t think all that would 
happen from just going to a nail competition – but it did. It 
changes people’s lives. It changes your course. It opens your 
eyes and lights a fire. After 25 years there’s still a passion 
that rumbles inside when I see artists competing. I love 
knowing what they are feeling as they work, it’s electric, 
contagious and inspiring. You can feel it just entering the 
room. Judging is another aspect I’m now honoured to do. I 
can still be a part of it all without the stress and the massive 
hours of practice just before. I can continue my study, be 
part of my community, and help inspire a new generation of 
nail artists. If you’re thinking about competing, don’t think, 
just do it! And if you’re not ready, find a competitor and ask 
to be a model. There’s plenty of learning on that side of the 
table too!

Marian Newman – head 
judge – UK 

@mariannewmannails

Nailympia is the most important, well organised and 
fair nail competition in the world. By entering, you have 

a choice of new and innovative categories, so you will find 
one or more that will suit your skills. But why enter? Being a nail professional 
is often an isolated career with just you and your clients and little to no 
interaction with other like-minded people (other than on social media), so 
it’s easy to become far too comfortable in your own track, forgetting about 
upgrading and updating your skills. Entering a competition means you need 
to really think about your skills and protocols plus your clients will love to hear 
about your competition journey. I guarantee that every competitor will be 
a better nail pro after. It doesn’t have to be as stressful as you may think. 
The secret is practice, then planning, basically your kit and working with your 
model. 

The organisation behind Nailympia is tried and tested, so it’s easy and you will 
be listened to and helped every step of the way. The organisers go to extreme 
lengths to ensure it is a level playing field for all. Although all competitor’s 
work is judged together, you will only be competing against similarly skilled 
nail pros via the 3 division system. What have you got to lose? Nothing, in 
fact you have everything to gain!

Gergana Bangeeva 
– Bulgaria 

@cucciobulgaria
 

I’m a firm believer that Nailympia is the most 
prestigious and most popular nail competition in 

the world. It’s always well-organized, the regulations 
are clear and there’s a variety of categories to choose from, so all nail 
professionals can find the one that’s right for them. In addition, new 
categories are added every year in accordance with the novelties that the 
nail industry imposes.

The presence of divisions is the most impartial and fair part that the 
competition has and it gives every participant a chance to show what 
they are capable of and for them to be evaluated fairly, worthy of their 
qualities and skills, compared to the professionals of their rank and 
division.

Nailympia has changed the lives of hundreds of professionals and helped 
propel them to enjoy much success in their careers. Over the years I’ve 
had the honour of being a judge and during those times I’ve witnessed the 
fortune of many nail techs change. Nailympia has given a start to many who 
began from ground zero and then climbed the ladder of success and won 
awards many times over.

When one is persistent, ambitious and disciplined with a yearning for 
personal growth, and if they put in the work and have a strong desire, 
they will not fail to be successful. Everyone can be a winner, if they wish 
to be one.



Zrinka Vuksan – 
Croatia/Canada 

@zrinka_vuksan_bolancha

As someone who’s competed in various 
competitions before, winning as well as losing, 

I can only say a competition such as Nailympia will 
only sharpen your skills. 

Having your salon set as your arena, where you can prepare,
choose the right and proper model to practice with, you will learn so 
much in this process. The preparation you put in brings you a step 
closer to winning something and proving to yourself that you can do 
it. The adrenaline rush a competitor feels before, during and after a 
competition is something everyone should feel at some point in their 
career, because it breeds more confidence and fuels you up for more! 
Even if you don’t win anything, you’ve won a huge experience that builds 
and shapes you as a nail professional and can move you in directions 
that you may never have thought imaginable, yet may have quietly 
wished for. Competing encourages the professional while adding 
experience and knowledge into your working life. 

Jacqueline O’Sullivan – head 
floor judge – UK
 @jacquiOs

Nailympia is a great way of helping you as a nail pro, stretch 
yourself and gain invaluable benefits. These benefits can include 

learning life skills like resilience, collaboration, support, coaching and 
mentoring. By taking part in Nailympia you will learn to understand that it’s good to 
be competitive. Watching other people work can help you to see the industry from 
another perspective.

I take my role as an international floor judge and competition director extremely 
seriously. As a mentor to competitors for over 25 years that have placed and not 
placed in competitions, I understand the range of emotions that a competitor and 
their trainers/mentors can experience.

So floor judging. ‘We are watching you’. What’s it all about?

The spirit of healthy competition is always at the heart of Nailympia. As floor 
judges we endeavour to deter dishonesty, or any disrespect shown to any other 
person. We always try to put our competitors and models first.

Floor judging is not a measure of your finished work. We try to create a positive 
environment that encourages a level playing field for all competitors at any level 
who wish to step up and enter the Nailympia arena. Most importantly, floor 
judges are approachable and impartial, we are there to maintain standards on the 
competition floor. Should you require any assistance, remember your floor judge 
may not speak your language so make sure you have a translator if you do not 
speak English.

During the competition, floor judges walk up and down the arena floor. They are 
observing your working practice, ensuring all health & safety issues are adhered 
to. This encompasses all aspects of your service. They will also inspect your 
products and tools to check you do not have anything that is not allowed within 
the stated rules of the specific competition you are entering. 

Do not underestimate the importance of floor judging. It does not matter to the floor 
judge what level you are competing at or how amazing your skills are. We do not 
award points, however we can deduct points from your final score and this may 
impact heavily on where you are placed in the final results.

Jan Arnold – 
CND

@CNDworld

Competing in a 
global professional nail 

competition, such as the world 
class Nailympia, is the ultimate form of 
learning, refinement and excellence as a nail 
professional. Nailympia invites you to look at 
your own work critically, as you also observe 
the other super stars around you, to achieve 
that next level of precision that makes for a 
champion. Competition also provides you the 
much-valued mentorship from an elite team 
of judges and experts in the field to help you 
reach higher levels of success. Nailympia is 
managed with the strictest of guidelines and 
judging criteria, in line with its 
leading status in professional competition. I 
encourage all nail professionals to compete at 
Nailympia, as we all strive to advance the state 
of our industry with passion and commitment.



Jeanette Ulriksen –
Denmark

@nails_beauty_and_wellness 

 Nailympia is a professional competition that 
supports the nail industry worldwide. There are 

so many nail techs around the world who don’t get the 
education, networking or recognition they deserve, however, Nailympia 
provides a place to network as well as experience expert judging in a 
professional setting, thus opening up new avenues and opportunities. 
Nail pros can find it difficult to get recognized in their native country, yet 
when participating on a global stage, suddenly others notice the effort, 
time, investment, passion and skills behind their work. Competing helps 
to expand a tech’s reach, it cultivates friendships that will not only support 
the person but provide pathways to new ideas, ways of working that help 
grow skills and creativity. It might be hard to compete, but it gives so 
much in return so give it a go, not for anyone but yourself. It will boost 
your confidence and give an experience of a lifetime.”

Mirka Poikkus – 
Finland

@royalcosmed  

Just by entering you become a winner. 
The experience of taking part will bring 

so much to your life. The real journey of 
entering a competition comes from challenging 

yourself to perfect a skill or create something amazing that 
started from an idea. Always remember that it’s you against 
yourself, teaching yourself patience, focus, creative thinking and 
not giving up.

Krasimira 
Petrova 
Krumova  

@krasimirap

Nailympia presents 
great organisation, structure, 

rules, criteria, score sheets, communication 
and feedback. Uncomplicated, strict 
and fair judging on the floor, online 
and in the booth, it delivers precise and 
comprehensive evaluation from a special 
selection of legends in the nail industry, 
world champions, renowned teachers, 
trainers, innovators and industry leaders, 
whose expertise have been formed over 
many years of professional experience. 
When you compete at Nailympia you feel 
like you’ve reached the stars because you’re 
comparing your work to the best in the 
world and you get a grade that is priceless. 
When you receive a medal or trophy from 
Nailympia, you receive not just an item, but 
a piece of joy, energy and love woven into it 
by its creators. 

As I like to say: ‘’If you’ve not competed at 
Nailympia, consider yourself to have never 
competed at all!’

Hazel Dixon – UK
@hazeldixon

Nailympia is THE top competition in the world. It’s organised 
extremely well, judged by the best professionals in the world and 

most importantly it’s fair!

Competitions are a fantastic tool for upskilling. I’m someone who works well when I have set goals 
and competitions give me goals to strive for. This is important as I love structure and routine and 
this spilled over into my salon work, which in turn meant I was quicker, my nails were more 
consistent and I could service more clients, thereby earning a better income. Initially I had no 
idea of the choices that were available in the industry, but after I found competitions, a whole 
new world of opportunities opened up to me. 

I advise competitors to set mini goals to work towards every year and believe in yourself. You will 
come across many hurdles along the journey to achieving your dreams, but never let anyone 
stop you. I’ve encountered a few obstacles myself, but one has to learn from these and turn 
them into a positive. I’m a great believer that you can do anything you want to as long as you 
put 100% into it and work hard to achieve it.

I love competitions, even though they can be very time consuming, over all they are a 
fantastic experience. I’ve met some of my best friends at competitions and been offered 
so many opportunities that I wouldn’t have got close to if it wasn’t for people seeing my 
work in the arena.

My career has evolved in so many ways because of competitions. As a result of making 
my name on the competition circuit, particularly in extreme art and fantasy nails, I’ve 
done so many amazing things in the industry that I’m very proud and thankful for. For 
instance, I was invited to be part of an R&D team for its product innovation for a global 
nail company, I’ve been invited to write books, I became a distributor for a global gel 
brand where I learnt so much about product chemistry... all of this and much more 
was from competing and meeting new people, which opened up a whole new world of 
opportunities.



Reni Modrandt – 
Sweden 

@renimobrandt

Weeks and months before 
a competition every detail is 

perfected. Sidewalls, smile, filing 
techniques. They are practiced and practiced and 
as such you see how every detail gets sharper and 
better. This puts a smile on your face. But once 
you get to the competition arena, then you have 
to keep your focus. You will absolutely have fun, 
but it’s not a normal day on the job. You should 
gather all your focus and all your will. It’s your 
way to trophies. In Sweden we call it, ‘Pannben’, 
it is something like, ‘use the will that is behind the 
frontal bone’. Sounds maybe crazy in English, but 
that will give you the force. 

There’s an exciting exercise you can do to sharpen 
your focus. Stand on the floor; stand on one leg 
with the other at a 90-degree angle (measured from 
the knee and back). Let your hands hang straight 
down and close your eyes. Now stand still for one 
minute. 
Feel how your whole body just focuses on that you 
must stand still and straight, without wobbling. 
Focus. Then do the same thing again on the second 
leg and stand still for a minute. Do this each day 
before the contest, and you will have a razor-sharp 
focus. 

In addition, you will also have a little better balance, 
which is also good when you sit by the competition 
table. The feeling you have when you are standing 
on one leg, with your eyes closed, and focused on 
not wobbling, take that feeling with you into the 
competition arena. Shortly before the competition 
starts when you are sitting on your chair, close your 
eyes for a moment and feel how you focus. 
It shall be your table, your model and nothing 
around. Focus on every detail that you have 
practiced – and focus on the trophy. Hold this 
feeling when the competition starts. Now you have 
come a big step closer to the big trophy! 

I think everyone is a winner. In my opinion there 
are just two degrees – win or improve. No one loses 
a competition! Thrilling isn’t it!
Good Luck! See you in London!

Gari-Dawn Tingler – USA 
@gelishprofessional

Since the inception of Nailympia in 2001, the team at Nail 
Alliance has been this event’s fiercest supporter. We are all 

passionate about creativity and the nail industry’s future talent, 
and this directly aligns with the goals of the Nailympia competition. 

It’s one of the only unbiased nail competitions in the world and, whilst we have 
brands of our own, we recognise and support exceptional nail artists when we see 
them regardless. The international appeal of this competition is what makes it 
the most exciting time in any nail technician’s calendar. Bringing the global nail 
industry together is like having all of your nail Instagram inspiration under one 
roof. Who wouldn’t want to meet their nail Insta-hero!

Competing at Nailympia is fundamental to a nail tech’s growth as this industry 
keeps on innovating. Skills and techniques change with trends and customer 
demand, and Nailympia keeps your portfolio relevant and up to date. It’s 
a competition that supports you throughout your career, no matter what 
products you use.

If you have any doubts about your ability, this is the competition that will 
motivate, build your confidence and help you be the best nail tech version of 
yourself.



NAILYMPIA FAQS

Can I work on my own hand or  
do I need a model?
Some competitions do allow you to work on your own hand so do check 
in with each location, as this is subject to the organiser’s opinion and 
individual location. For example, in London you can do Stiletto Nails 
and The Joy of Nails on your own hand. 

What length must the pink & 
white nails be for the tip/overlay  
& sculpture competitions? 
Nailympia is unique in this category as it does not specify any length for the 
nail. It asks instead that every nail is consistent, that they are all the same. This 
means the competitor chooses the length and the ratio of pink to white and 
then repeats this format exactly on three fingers. The pinky and thumb must 
adhere to the same consistency in sidewalls, apex, structure, length etc, but 
are finished in a red creme nail polish. 

If the rules do not mention an 
aspect of the nail creation/styling, 
what do I do?
If there is no mention or clear indication of any technique, product use 
or style in the rules pertaining to any given competition, it means you 
can do it. 

I’m an educator that has  
never competed, what is my 
entry division? 
You must use the entry level of Division 2.

Do I need to bring 
electrical adapters with 
me to Nailympia?
Yes. Wherever you are travelling to make sure you bring an extension 
cable/lead and enough adapters for your equipment.

I’ve brought acetone with me, but 
the jar is not labelled, what do I do?
You can take a pen/marker and label the jar before the competition starts. 
If it is not labelled, the floor judges will take the product away and give it 
back to you when the competition ends.

Can I share products with my  
team mates?
You must not share anything with your team mates, friends, spectators, 
interpreter during the competition. You must gain the attention of a floor 
judge and they will help you source what you need if it is possible and 
within reason. 

What size does the box need to be for 
my Mixed Media entry?
Please go to the Nailympia rules for your chosen location  
as it clearly specifies the size and state of how to enter.  
This competition may require a certain sized box in one  
location or photos and video in another. 

My model is 16 years old, is this 
acceptable at Nailympia?
Every location is subject to local government rules and regulations as well 
as the stipulation made by each event co-ordinator too. Please check this 
with each Nailympia host before registering. 
In London and all four USA locations, for example, your model must be 
over the age of 16.



For L&P acrylic and UV gel P&W 
competitions, do I need to create a 
precise smile line under my red crème 
nail polish to match the fingers?
You no longer have to create a smile line on the pinky and thumb for 
these categories. The judges do no need to see white on the underside of 
those two nails.

How do we attach the nails for 
Fantasy Complete Look to the model? 
Ensure the model’s nails are free from any product and are manicured 
ready to go. Apply ‘press on’ nails with your choice of product or nail 
glue/resin, this gives the fantasy nails a platform to adhere them too. 
Apply the fantasy nails using 3M High Performance Double Sided 
Tape or Scotch Double Sided Mounting Tape that can hold up to 2kg 
in weight. Keep the heavy pieces of fantasy towards the back of the nail 
to ensure they keep their balance and are comfortable for the model to 
wear.

Where do I find out about all the 
different Nailympia competitions?
Go to the official website, www.nailympia.com, then click on the menu 
header, Competitions & Locations. The drop-down menu will list all the 
active competitions and lead you to their specific information and entry 
options. You can also find us on Instagram  
at @nailympiacompetitions.

Nailympia is the most 
prestigious nail  competition 

in the whole world! 
The level of competence and 

professionalism at all  levels is 
second to none! 

Krasimira Petrova Krumova 



BECOME A BRAND PARTNER  
WITH NAILYMPIA

Acknowledgement of long term support
The team at Nailympia London would like to thank REM for its continued support of the event by 

providing nail stations every year to the arena. The team at REM arrives to build each nail station, returns 
to flat pack the desks and then stores them safely for a year. Thanks to REM the Nailympia London arena 

has looked striking, sharp, clean and crisp every year. 
www.rem.co.uk

EVERY LOCATION OFFERS SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
PLEASE CONTACT ALEX FOX

www.scratchmagazine.co.uk

Nailympia is the sister-brand to Scratch magazine. Scratch was established in May 2003 by Scott Derbyshire and Alex Fox, 
Scratch is the world’s leading publication for nail professionals. Its printed magazine lands with subscribers on a monthly basis, 

and is complemented by daily news, features and opportunities across Scratch’s website and social media platforms.

The flagship publication in the Seed Publishing Ltd portfolio, Scratch has an unrivalled loyal readership and is dedicated 
to producing groundbreaking content for the professional nail sector. With its finger firmly on the pulse of the nail world, 

Scratch enjoys global recognition for its stunning visuals, trusted content and relentless passion to inform and inspire the nail 
professional both in print and online.

Under the Scratch magazine remit, Seed Publishing Ltd introduced the only awards solely dedicated to the UK nail industry in 2012; the 
Scratch Stars Awards, held annually to celebrate the achievements of nail technicians, salons and businesses within the UK nail sector. 

The awards perfectly complements the Seed Publishing Ltd philosophy of passion, achievement and uncompromising focus.

Its latest addition, under the expert eye of managing editor Helena Biggs, is the launch of World’s Star Nail Artist (WSNA). This 
global online competition is an opportunity for creative nail experts to immerse in themed challenges across 10 weeks.

Sponsored by CND, it unites the global nail industry in a fantastic series of nail art challenges that sees entrants whittled down 
to a final three. A nail artist is eliminated after each stage, before the final three nail artists are invited to London, where the 

winner will be announced on Sunday 23 July.



VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.REM.CO.UK 

T: 01282 619977 E: SALES@REM.CO.UK 

MADE IN BRITAIN

Spa

Sienna 2023 
Pedispa Chair. 
Shown in Pearl Manta Upholstery 
with Antique Bronze Laminate 
Prices Around £2193+VAT

Fantasy 2023 
Pedispa Chair. 
Shown in Pearl Upholstery 
with Warm Cherry Laminate 
Prices Around £1179+VAT
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NAILYMPIA SAN ANTONIO  2023
Rules - bit.ly/sanantonio-rules

Scoresheets - bit.ly/sanantonio-scoresheets
Schedule - bit.ly/sanantonio-schedule
Costings - bit.ly/sanantonio-costings

Travel & Accommodation - bit.ly/sanantonio-travel
Entry - bit.ly/sanantonio-entry

Rules - www.nailympia.com/london/rules-and-regs
Scoresheets - www.nailympia.com/london/score-sheets

Schedule - www.nailympia.com/london/itinerary
Costings - www.nailympia.com/london/costings

Travel & Accommodation - www.excel.london/visitor/getting-here
Entry - www.nailympia.com/london/entry
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THE RESULTS
The Nailympia 2023 competition circuit kicked off in Anaheim & Germany, 

with amazing displays of skill & creativity. Discover who 
took home the top trophies & titles…

n unprecedented circumstances for 
Nailympia, its first two competitions for 
2023 overlapped in dates, but not in time. 
The magic of time zones meant that as the 
floor in Germany closed in early April, the 
arena in Anaheim, USA opened for nail 
business.

Unable to be in two places at once, Nailympia’s global 
director, Alex Fox, joined the organising team in 
Germany; Stefanie Lo Re and Ivonne Voigt, leaving 
operations of the Anaheim event in the safe hands 
of nail educator & Nailpro Asia organiser, Hemi 
Park.

“It’s so exciting to have two Nailympias running 
side by side on opposite sides of the world,” 
smiles Alex Fox. “However, it’s unfortunate 
that when this is the case, I can’t be at both 
events. Fortunately, over the years I’ve formed 
a strong relationship with Hemi, and I knew 
that Nailympia was safe under her watchful eye 
alongside seasoned head judge, Alisha Rimando.

“The second edition of Nailympia Germany 
was more than twice the size of 2022’s event; a truly 
positive sign for the nail industry and competition 
sector. Anaheim was a more intimate event that 
showcased talent and skill on a smaller scale. 
“Anaheim was the beginning of four USA locations 
for 2023; next up is Orlando, before a third event in 
San Antonio, Texas and finally in Columbus, Ohio 
in October,” Alex continues. “This is an exciting 
year for competing across the USA, and I’m excited 
to run Nailympia Orlando in early June, where I’m 
expecting the best turn out on the arena to date.”

I

“Running Nailympia at Premiere Anaheim was such a blessing; it was an intimate yet high 
energy event. I’ve always loved the hype and intensity of the competition arena, but this 

time, I was able to cheer everyone on, which is the best part of being an organiser. 
“I worked with a wealth of awe-inspiring judges and Nailympia Anaheim was a friendly 
experience for all. It was the perfect place for nail pros to say ‘Hi’ and ask questions. 

I met up with many industry friends and the support in the arena was enormous.”
Hemi Park, Nailympia Anaheim host

Anastasia Totty competing

Shannon McCown & Anastasia Totty
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OVERALL INDIVIDUAL TOP 
SCORER

Anastasia Totty – USA

RUNWAY NAILS
DIVISION 1 

1st – Tasha Duff – USA 
DIVISION 3 

1st – Anastasia Totty – USA   
2nd – Shannon McCown – USA 

SALON NAILS
DIVISION 3 

2nd – Anastasia Totty – USA  
3rd – Shannon McCown – USA 

REALITY NAILS
DIVISION 1 

1st – Rachelle Sanders – USA
DIVISION 3 

1st – Anastasia Totty – USA  
2nd – Shannon McCown – USA  

THE JOY OF NAILS
DIVISION 3

1st – Anastasia Totty – USA  
2nd – Shannon McCown – USA  

FLAT ART
DIVISION 1 

2nd – Jessica Pan – USA  
3rd – Cristina Burke – USA 

DIVISION 2 
1st – Caroline Hu – USA  

2nd – Tammy Mazzaferro – USA 
DIVISION 3 

1st – Lisa Bennet – USA  
2nd – Anastasia Totty – USA  

3rd – Shannon McCown – USA 

L&P ACRYLIC TIP & OVERLAY
DIVISION 3 

2nd – Shannon McCown – USA  
3rd – Anastasia Totty – USA

L&P ACRYLIC SCULPTURE
DIVISION 3 

3rd – Shannon McCown – USA 

L&P ACRYLIC PERFECT MATCH
DIVISION 3 

3rd – Shannon McCown – USA

EXTREME POSTER STYLING
DIVISION 3

1st – Anastasia Totty – USA
2nd – Shannon McCown – USA 

INVENT A NAIL SHAPE
DIVISION 2 

3rd – Brook Ritchie – USA 
DIVISION 3 

1st – Anastasia Totty – USA
2nd – Shannon McCown – USA

STILETTO NAILS
DIVISION 3 

1st – Anastasia Totty – USA  
2nd – Shannon McCown – USA 

THE JUDGES 
Alisha Rimando (head judge), Gari-Dawn Tingler, Robert Nguyen, 
Vu Nguyen, Jaime Schrabeck, Lisa Peng, Maisie Dunbar, 
Guin Deadman, Emese Koppányi, Kalista Sims, Holly Schippers, Henrietta 
Almasi, Michelle Mullen, Morgan Haile and Koko Kashiwagi. 
*not all pictured

Nailympia Anaheim ran in association with Scratch magazine. 
It was sponsored by Le Chat Nails, Kokoist and Gotti Nails.

Shannon McCown competing
Anastasia Totty with sponsor, 
Newton Luu of Le Chat Nails

Head judge, Alisha Rimando 
with Robert Nguyen & Vu Nguyen

Judges Emese Koppányi, Henrietta 
Almasi & Alisha Rimando



World leading innovator of Nail industry practice supports and 
accessories fueled by passion for quality and breaking limits

Aleana Hand offers a range of Hyper Realistic practice supports for nail professionals 
and educators wishing to transform their skills, social media and businesses.

SHOP www.aleana-hand.com

SOCIAL @aleana_hand

SCAN TO GET 15% OFF*
or use code NAILYMPIA
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Code expires on 15th October 2023 at 23:59 BST

MAGNETIC 
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G E R M A N Y  2 0 2 3
C O M P E T I T I O N

Nailympia®

Nailympia Germany 2023 took place over three days at Beauty Düsseldorf, 
hosted in co-operation between Nailympia, SNI and Beauty Düsseldorf. The 
live event attracted over 83 competitors, and 25 for the online categories 
representing four continents, 23 countries and 470 entries across 17 
categories. 

Organisers, Stefanie Lo Re and Ivonne Voigt, comment: “Hosting the second 
edition of Nailympia Germany has been a wonderful experience. The goal for 
2023 was that people felt welcomed and were treated fairly, and we were happy 
to see that they also enjoyed making new connections. It was exciting that the 
arena attracted the interest of international industry players who were at Beauty 
Düsseldorf seeking new ways to grow and improve their respective nail industries. 

“The blend of both floor and booth judges was in itself a special recipe for 
success and many new relationships were forged. I’m so excited for the future 
of Nailympia Germany and we were happy to welcome Alex Fox to the arena to 
present alongside organisers and judges.”

“This was a very uplifting event, hosted during very challenging times for the 
global industry and beyond,” shares Alex. “There was superb camaraderie across 
the floor and intense, skillful nail work undertaken. 
It was a truly motivating experience to bring like-minded people together  
in the name of nails.

“During the three-day event, social media posts, generated by the spectators, 
competitors, judges and the Nailympia team, were 
shown around the world, attracting interest from a global audience. 
The competitors delighted with their imaginative, skillful and original artworks 
and it really was a sensational event to kick off the Nailympia 2023 calendar. 
It left the team excited for the year ahead and for the positivity it has garnered 
across the worldwide nail industry.”

INDIVIDUAL TOP SCORER
Alessandra Pizzari – Italy

WINNER OF WINNERS
DIVISION 1 – Sara Ceraglia – Italy

DIVISION 2 – Francesca Paliotto – Italy
DIVISION 3 – Deborah Cocco – Italy

ART WINNER OF WINNERS
DIVISION 1 – Valeria Piccione – Italy 

DIVISION 2 – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
DIVISION 3 – Alessandra Pizzari – Italy

GERMAN CUP WINNER
DIVISION 1

1st – Marta Kalamaijka
2nd – Katharina Bienemann

3rd – Vlada Lysko
DIVISION 2

1st – Michaela Saadeh
DIVISION 3

1st – Olena Özman 
2nd – Johanna Stampka

3rd – Tatyana Texter

TEAM TROPHY
DIVISION 3 – Team Italy

GEL POLISH MANICURE
DIVISION 1

1st – Natalia Gedik – Turkey
2nd – Carlotta Silveri – Italy
3rd – Giulia Amato – Italy

DIVISION 2
1st – Giulia Rebellato – Italy 

2nd – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
3rd – Valentina Ruffaldi – Italy 

DIVISION 3
1st – Kamila Wojtynka – Poland 

2nd – Lena Kurach – Poland 
3rd – Olena Özman – Germany 

UV/LED GEL TIP & OVERLAY
DIVISION 1

1st – Sara Ceraglia – Italy 
2nd – Denise Castelnuovo – Italy 
3rd – Veronica Morgera – Italy 

DIVISION 2
1st – Francesca Paliotto – Italy

2nd – Valentina Federici – Italy 
3rd – Michaela Saadeh – Germany 

DIVISION 3
1st – Deborah Cocco – Italy
2nd – Lena Kurach – Poland 

3rd – Olena Özman – Germany 

UV/LED GEL SCULPTURE
DIVISION 1

1st – Sara Ceraglia – Italy 
2nd – Linda Roda – Italy 

3rd – Denise Castelnuovo – Italy 
DIVISION 2

1st – Francesca Paliotto – Italy   
2nd – Valentina Federici – Italy  

3rd – Michaela Saadeh – Germany 
DIVISION 3

1st – Deborah Cocco – Italy
2nd – Olena Özman – Germany

3rd – Lena Kurach – Poland

 Nailympia Germany winners

Alex Fox with floor judge, Katja Plontek





PERFECT MATCH UV/LED GEL
DIVISION 1

1st – Denise Castelnouvo – Italy 
2nd – Linda Roda – Italy 

3rd – Sara Ceraglia – Italy 
DIVISION 2

1st – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
2nd – Valentina Federici – Italy 

3rd – Michaela Saadeh – Germany 
DIVISION 3

1st – Lena Kurach – Poland 
2nd – Flemming Nordqvist – Denmark 

3rd – Marlene Bech – Denmark 

L&P ACRYLIC TIP & OVERLAY
DIVISION 1

1st – Veronica Morgera – Italy 
2nd – Linda Roda – Italy 

3rd – Sara Ceraglia – Italy
DIVISION 2

1st – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
2nd – Valentina Federici – Italy 

3rd – Michaela Saadeh – Germany 
DIVISION 3

1st – Flemming Nordqvist – Denmark 
2nd – Deborah Cocco – Italy 

3rd – Olena Özman – Germany

L&P ACRYLIC SCULPTURE
DIVISION 1

1st – Sara Ceraglia – Italy 
2nd – Veronica Morgera – Italy 

3rd – Linda Roda – Italy 
DIVISION 2

1st – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
2nd – Valentina Federici – Italy 
3rd – Minna Ukskoski – Finland

DIVISION 3
1st – Deborah Cocco – Italy 

2nd – Flemming Nordqvist – Denmark
3rd – Johanna Stampka – Germany

PERFECT MATCH  L&P ACRYLIC
DIVISION 1

1st – Sara Ceraglia – Italy 
2nd – Albana Skabona – Italy 

3rd– Linda Roda – Italy 
DIVISION 2

1st – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
2nd – Valentina Federici – Italy   
3rd – Minna Ukskoski – Finland

DIVISION 3
1st – Flemming Nordqvist – Denmark

2nd – Deborah Cocco – Italy 
3rd – Päivi Kurman – Finland

SALON NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Natalia Gedik – Turkey 
2nd – Veronica Morgera – Italy 

3rd – Sara Ceraglia – Italy 
DIVISION 2

1st – Valentina Federici – Italy 
2nd – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
3rd – Valentina Ruffaldi – Italy 

DIVISION 3
1st – Kamila Wojtynka – Poland 

2nd – Silvia Barbetti – Italy
3rd – Olena Özman – Italy

Emma Harris floor judging the arena

Judges Madelene Wolf, Joanna 
Bandurska & Linn Himberg-Larsson
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GEL POLISH • 3IN1 COLOR POWDER • NAIL LACQUER

Elevate your nail care routine to a 
new level of sophistication with 
Perfect Match Gel Polish, 3in1 
Powder, and Dare to Wear Nail 
Lacquer, - the ultimate indulgence 
for those who demand excellence.
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REALITY NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Valeria Piccione – Italy 
2nd – Agnieszka Kasperczak – Germany 

3rd – Gita Schröder – Switzerland
DIVISION 2

1st – Giulia Rebellato – Italy 
2nd – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 

3rd – Susan Strijbosch – The Netherlands 
DIVISION 3

1st – Katarzyna Kruszynska – Ireland 
2nd – Deborah Cocco – Italy 

3rd – Olena Özman – Germany 

THE JOY OF NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Sara Ceraglia – Italy 
2nd – Denise Castelnuovo – Italy

3rd – Carlotta Silveri – Italy 
DIVISION 2

1st – Giulia Rebellato – Italy 
2nd – Valentina Federici – Italy 
3rd – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 

DIVISION 3
1st – Olena Özman – Germany 

2nd – Deborah Cocco – Italy 
3rd – Meri-Tuuli Hakamaa – Finland 

MIXED MEDIA
DIVISION 1

1st – Giulia Amato – Italy
2nd – Valeria Piccione – Italy  

DIVISION 2
1st – Giulia Rebellato – Italy 
3rd – Nami Suetake – Japan 

DIVISION 3
1st – Alessandra Pizzari – Italy
2nd – Jenny Nguyen – Vietnam
3rd – Nicolas Paggi – Argentina

FLAT ART
DIVISION 1

1st – Dorottya Orban – Austria 
2nd – Carlotta Silveri – Italy 
3rd – Giulia Amato – Italy 

DIVISION 2
1st – Giulia Reballato – Italy 

3rd – Michaela Saadeh – Germany 
DIVISION 3

1st – Isabella Caccamese – Italy 
2nd – Jenny Nguyen – Vietnam 
3rd – Alessandra Pizzari – Italy

INVENT A NAIL SHAPE
DIVISION 1

1st – Lyubov Frolova – Russia 
2nd – Dijana Slamkova – Macedonia 

3rd – Emma Brock – UK 
DIVISION 2

1st – Julia Andreeva – Russia 
2nd – Lyubov Tudakova – Russia 
3rd – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 

DIVISION 3
1st – Tatyana Texter – Germany 

2nd – Guilia Candido – Italy 
3rd – Michaela Malinová – France

THE JUDGES 
Anneke van der Sar (The Netherlands), Zrinka Vuksan (Croatia/Canada), Tamara 
Bhagoe (The Netherlands), Frederic Edange (France), Madelene Wolf (Sweden), 
Tatiana Litvinov (Romania), Linn Himberg Larsen (Norway), Joanna Bandurska 
(Poland), Liesbeth van Langelaan (The Netherlands), Emma Harris (Ireland), Natalie 
Hofmann (Switzerland), Angela Jansen (Germany), 
Katja Piontek (Germany), Jessica Djohar (Germany), Melanie Lück (Germany).



Nailympia Germany 2023 was in association with Scratch 
magazine, Beauty Düsseldorf and SNI. 

It was sponsored by Astonishing Nails, Diana Hattwig 
Collection, For Your Inspiration by Ström, George Natural 

Nail Academy and Nail Knowledge, Nail Selection, SNI, 
Society Beauty & Nails, Muzar/Chiyan, Natrudes, DNA – 

Dutch Nail Artist and VETO.

EXTREME NAIL POSTER
DIVISION 1

1st – Dorottya Orban – Austria 
2nd – Judit Gulyás-Bartus – Hungary 

3rd – Gyöngyike Paksi – Slovakia 
DIVISION 2

1st – Tien Ahn Lam – UK 
2nd – Barbara Csicsayova – Slovakia 
3rd – Renata Keresztúry – Hungary 

DIVISION 3
1st – Angela Wilden – Luxembourg 

2nd – Dóra Báder – Hungary 
3rd – Kamila Wojtynka – Poland

RUNWAY NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Denise Castelnouvo – Italy 
2nd – Valeria Piccione – Italy 

3rd – Sara Ceraglia – Italy 
DIVISION 2

1st – Guilia Rebellato – Italy 
2nd – Susan Strijbosch – The Netherlands

3rd – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
DIVISION 3

1st – Katarzyna Kruszynska – Ireland
2nd – Anita Chahal – UK 

3rd – Amber Mooney – Ireland 

FRENCH TWIST 5 
SHAPE CHALLENGE

DIVISION 1
1st – Sara Ceraglia – Italy   
2nd – Linda Roda – Italy  

3rd – Denise Castelnuovo – Italy
DIVISION 2

1st – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
2nd – Valentina Federici – Italy
3rd - Valentina Ruffaldi – Italy 

DIVISION 3
1st – Deborah Cocco – Italy

2nd – Magdalena Mysliwiec – Poland 
3rd – Olena Özman – Germany 

STILETTO NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Linda Roda – Italy 
2nd – Denise Castelnuovo – Italy

3rd – Carlotta Silveri – Italy 
DIVISION 2

1st – Valentina Federici – Italy 
2nd – Francesca Paliotto – Italy 
3rd – Valentina Ruffaldi – Italy 

DIVISION 3
1st – Daria Proia – Italy 

2nd – Deborah Cocco – Italy
3rd – Flemming Nordqvist – Denmark

For more information about Nailympia Competitions, visit www.nailympia.com
 /Nailympia      @nailympiacompetitions

Ivonne Voigt & Stefanie Lo Re, 
Nailympia Germany organisers



he third Nailympia Orlando 
competition, hosted at the 

Premiere Orlando beauty expo in 
Florida on 4-5 June, exceeded all 
expectations, as competitors flew 
in from the Caribbean, Europe and 

across North America to battle for medals 
across 11 categories. With an arena placed 
at the front of the show hall and flanked 
by a wealth of nail companies, Nailympia 
Orlando attracted attention from spectators 
and nail experts alike.

Since the world opened up for travelling, 
Nailympia has seen unprecedented growth: 
in London last October, Mexico City in 
December, and Germany in April of this 
year. Judges and organisers were delighted 
to see so many competitors in Orlando, 
giving the nail industry hope for a brighter 
future, with motivation, determination and 
joy the name of the nail game. 

“This third Nailympia in Orlando was nothing 
short of sensational,” enthuses Alex Fox, 
global director of Nailympia Competitions. 
“The last few years have been challenging 
for everyone, so it was heartwarming and 
exciting to see so many nail professionals 
travelling from across the globe to 
participate in the live arena. The two weeks 
leading up to the event saw a rush of 
registrations, and a last-minute meeting 
with the operations team was held in order 
to double the floor space, with an extra 
section added two days beforehand, in 
order to cater for all the competitors. 

“The Nailympia experience is like no other 
in the nail industry, and serves to bring pros 
together for a collective nail adventure 
while stretching skills and creativity. 
Nailympia Orlando did all this and more 
in abundance.”
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Scratch’s HELENA BIGGS & Nailympia’s ALEX FOX jetted to the 
USA to bring the third Nailympia Orlando to life, under the expert 

eye of The Premiere Show Group

T

across the Atlantic 
Art & precision

C O M P E T I T I O N
O R L A N D O  2 0 2 3

Nailympia®

NAILYMPIA 
ORLANDO 2023: 

THE STATS
• 60 competitors from  

nine countries 
• 265 competition seats 

• 11 competition categories
• 18 industry- 
leading judges

“Participation in the Nailympia competitions at Premiere Orlando far exceeded 
expectations, and our industry should take pride in the quality of the work 
created. Congratulations to Alex Fox and the Nailympia team for engaging 

so many competitors, and thanks to Premiere, the show organiser, for 
positioning this event in a prominent location in the exhibition hall.” 

Jaime Schrabeck, Ph.D., Precision Nails, USA
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TOP INDIVIDUAL SCORER 
Katarzyna Kruszynska – Ireland – 759 points

WINNER OF WINNERS
DIVISION 1

Jovanca Solognier Hoek – Aruba   
DIVISION 2

Katie Nguyen – USA 
DIVISION 3

Deborah Cocco – Italy 

ART WINNER OF WINNERS
DIVISION 1

Jessica Masker – USA
DIVISION 2

Ana Vega – USA
DIVISION 3

Katarzyna Kruszynska – Ireland

TOP USA TECH
DIVISION 1

Victoria Walsh – USA 
DIVISION 2

Vuong Ho – USA
DIVISION 3

Quang Nguyen – USA 

EXTREME POSTER
DIVISION 1

1st – Angelika Szadkowska – Poland
2nd – Sylwia Kowalek-Szajda – Poland

3rd – Jessica Masker – USA 
DIVISION 2

1st – Katie Nguyen – USA
2nd – Ana Vega – USA

3rd – Samantha Ownby – USA
DIVISION 3

1st – Kamila Wojtynka – Poland
2nd – Anna Goronska – Poland

3rd – Lena Kurach Kozlowska – Poland

REALITY NAIL ART 
DIVISION 1

1st – Jovanca Solognier Hoek – Aruba 
2nd – Jessica Masker – USA

DIVISION 2
1st – Vuong Ho – USA

2nd – Lecah Maloney – Trinidad
3rd – Amanda Sosnowski – Canada 

DIVISION 3 
1st – Joanna Tylkowska-Witas – Poland

2nd – Deborah Cocco – Italy 
3rd – Sara Steinbrink – USA

FLAT ART
DIVISION 1

1st – Livia Hamori – Hungary
2nd – Victoria Walsh – USA

3rd – Jovanca Solognier Hoek – Aruba
DIVISION 2

1st – Loysbell Alfonso – USA
2nd – Amanda Sosnowski – Canada

3rd – Ana Vega – USA 
DIVISION 3

1st – Bettina Marton – Hungary
2nd – Barbara Újvári – Hungary 

3rd – Jesse Bruner – USA

>>

THE EXPERT JUDGES 
Head judge – Alisha Rimando, Damon Ho, Emese Koppanyi, Gari-Dawn 
Tingler, Morgan Haile, Michelle Soto, Lauren Wireman, Giselle Caballero, 
John Hauk, Holly Schippers, Jaime Schrabeck, Jan Arnold, Jenny Bui, 
Kalista Sims, Lisa Boone, Ami Mcclure, Traci Dungan & Kristina Rozdovan.

Flat Art by Livia Hamori – Hungary

Stiletto Nails by Deborah Cocco – Italy
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“I had the most amazing time being part of the judging panel for Nailympia Orlando. I am honoured to be part of a 
team with such talented professionals and role models, and I am proud of all of the competitors that worked so hard 

to put their skills to the test. It was definitely not an easy task to judge so many amazing submissions, so thank you for 
making us judges work so hard and for inspiring us with your incredible talent.

“I’ve always thought of competitions as more than medals and trophies. They take you on a journey of improvement 
and success, regardless of the results. From the moment one decides to enter a competition, there is an investment: 

in the training and preparation involved to get to the arena, in time, financially and in oneself. Everything counts and 
that’s what makes this one of the most rewarding experiences a nail professional will ever have.” 

Giselle Caballero, Ego Beauty, Canada

THE JOY OF NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Jessica Masker – USA 
2nd – Phuong Nguyen – USA
3rd – Victoria Walsh – USA 

DIVISION 2
1st – Monika Cornier – USA
2nd – Maria Duran – USA

3rd – Vuong Ho – USA
DIVISION 3

1st – Anastasia Totty – USA 
2nd – Katarzyna Kruszynska – Ireland

3rd – Deborah Cocco – Italy 

RUNWAY NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Jovanca Solognier Hoek – Aruba
2nd – Deyis De Avila – USA
3rd – Jessica Masker – USA 

DIVISION 2
1st – Katie Nguyen – USA

2nd – Maria Isabel Cubano Fontanez – USA 
3rd – Monika Cornier – USA 

DIVISION 3 
1st – Amber Mooney – Ireland 
2nd – Kelsey McQuay – USA 
3rd – Anastasia Totty – USA 

INVENT A NAIL SHAPE
DIVISION 1

1st – Jovanca Solognier Hoek – Aruba
2nd – Anna Sosina – USA 

3rd – Jessica Masker – USA
DIVISION 2

1st – Katie Nguyen – USA 
2nd – Jacqueline Elmore – USA 

3rd – Ana Vega – USA 
DIVISION 3

1st – Anastasia Totty – USA
2nd – Alexandra Mehesz – Hungary

3rd – Anna Goronska – Poland

L&P TIP & OVERLAY
DIVISION 1

3rd – Victoria Walsh – USA 
DIVISION 2

1st – Katie Nguyen – USA 
2nd – Ana Vega – USA 
3rd – Vuong Ho – USA

DIVISION 3
1st – Deborah Cocco – Italy

2nd – Katarzyna Kruszynska – Ireland
3rd – Iuliia Nesterova – USA

Phoung Nguyen – USA

Jessica Masker – USA

Jovanca Solognier Hoek – Aruba

Anna Sosina – USA
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L&P SCULPTURE
DIVISION 1

1st – Victoria Walsh – USA 
2nd – Jessica Masker – USA

3rd – Jovanca Solognier Hoek – Aruba 
DIVISION 2

1st – Tiffany Bui – USA 
2nd – Vuong Ho – USA 

3rd – Jackson Pham – USA
DIVISION 3

1st – Deborah Cocco – Italy
2nd – Lena Kurach Kozlowska – Poland

3rd – Iuliia Nesterova – USA

L&P PERFECT MATCH
DIVISION 1

1st – Victoria Walsh – USA
DIVISION 2

1st – Vuong Ho – USA 
2nd – Josephine Cruz – USA 

3rd – Ana Vega – USA 
DIVISION 3

1st – Deborah Cocco – Italy
2nd – Magdalena Mysliweic – Poland 

3rd – Gabriella Kovács – Hungary 

SALON NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Jovanca Solognier Hoek – Aruba 
2nd – Jessica Masker – USA
3rd – Phoebe Baker – USA

DIVISION 2
1st – Tiffany Bui – USA

2nd – Jackson Pham – USA 
3rd – Maria Duran – USA 

DIVISION 3
1st – Joanna Tylowska-Witas – Poland 
2nd – Lena Kurach Kozlowska – Poland 

3rd – Iuliia Nesterova – USA 

STILETTO NAILS
DIVISION 1

1st – Victoria Walsh – USA
2nd – Jessica Masker – USA 

DIVISION 2
1st – Katie Nguyen – USA

2nd – Vuong Ho – USA 
3rd – Josephine Cruz – USA

DIVISION 3
1st – Deborah Cocco – Italy

2nd – Lena Kurach Kozlowska – Poland 
3rd – Magdalena Mysliwiec – Poland 

“From being a floor judge to judging behind the curtain, working with 
the Nailympia team is such an honour, as it allows you to partake in 

the moments that showcase the talents of multiple generations, 
styles and countries. It’s addictive!” 
Holly Schippers, The FingerNail Fixer, USA

Thank you to sponsors, Le Chat Nails, Chisel Nail Art 
and S3 Spa Equipment & Furniture. CND™ provided 
a trophy, desk lamps for every nail desk and prizes, 

and Scratch magazine was in residence as the 
Nailympia media partner & sister organisation.

DATES FOR 
THE DIARY

1-2 October 2023
 Nailympia San Antonio 

(Texas, USA) – 
registration now open!

8-9 October 2023 
Nailympia Columbus 

(Ohio, USA)

15-16 October 2023 
Nailympia London – 

registration now open!
Note: Entry for Nailympia 
London’s online categories 

closes 11 August. 

25-26 November 
Nailympia Brazil (Rio, Brazil)

For information about entry or 
sponsorship, email Alex Fox at 

nailympia@gmail.com

Josephine Cruz – USA

Victoria Walsh – USA

Phoebe Baker – USA
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